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Extraés from a Differtation on Caflor Oil. 
By Peter Canvane, ©. D. of Bath; 


Member of the Royal College of Phyficians in London, and Fel- 
low of the Royal Society. 


T is univerfally allowed, by all the learned of the profef- 
fion, that there is nothing more wanted in the art of heal- 
ing, and particularly in treating all bilious cafes, than a vegeta- 
ble purgative oil, that will act gently in a {mall quantity on the 
bowels, with little or no irritation: Thefe qualities the o/eum 
ricint, or caftor oil, poffefles in an eminent degree; and though 
it is little known in Europe, yet it has been ufed thefe feveral 
years with great fuccefs in the Englifh and French Iflands in 
America, as will appear from the following obfervations.* 

Mr. Frafer very well obferves, that Sydenham and Bagivi 
have both complained in their treatifes of bilious cholics; that 
though they preferred mild purgatives in thofe cafes, yet thefe 
complaints fometimes were fo obitinate as to require ftronger 
efforts than any of the laxative kind could effect ; and confe~ 
quently they were obliged, in fpite of. themfelves, to recur to 
pile cochia and other draflics: This oil would certainly an- 
{wer their intentions in every refpect. 

Though it is the moft efficacious medicine in removing the 
moft obftinate complaints of the dry belly ache and the iliac 

Vor. XXVI. 654 Y paflion, 


be For thefe obfervations the reader is referred to the Doétor’s 
Differtation, 
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paffion, (two of the moft excruciating diforders that human 
nature is. liable to) yet it is fo innoceat in its operation, that 
T have often known it given with fuccels to infants, a tea [poon 
ful, the day after their birth, in order to lubricate the pafiages, 
and expel the meconium.. 

As I have found this furprifing medicine in a very particu!ar 
manner ferviceable, and preferable to all other purges, in the 
following ciforders, 1’ll make a fhort abftra@ of my obferva- 
tians in thofe complaints. 

1ft—lIn the colica pictonum, or dry belly ache. 

2dly—In moft fevers, where there is any indication for cool- 
ing and opening the body. 

3! Hly—Ia all bilious co: mplaints. 

athly—L 1 the apthe chronica, or thrufh. 

Sthly—In the cetanus or cramp. 

Othly—In the gouorrbea, fuor albus, and fome other com- 
plaints.* 

Now, when there is an indication for ftools, I maintain 
there is not, in the whole materia medica, a medicine equal to 
this caftor oil, both for its opening and cooling qualities. 
I fay in moft fevers; for I have found by experience it will not 
aofwer in low nervous fevers, even 1 by way “ clyfter, on ac- 
count, as 1 imagine, of its cooling and refrigerating quality. 

As for ardent and inflammatot y fevers ie complaints, I 
have often {een it fucceed when nitrous medicines and James’s 
powders have failed; giving twice a week or oftencr pro re 
nata two [poonfuls of the oil, and. now and then occafionally 
tazee or four fpoonfuls of the caitor emulfion, every fix or 
eight hours; which is made like common emulfion, with fix 
or veight almonds and one caftor nut, ftript of its pellicle, and 
boiled in a pint of water.—This emulfion is moft frequently 
made ufe of by the French in the iflands, though it is fome- 
times apt both to purge and vomit; which I think proves the 
acrimony of this nut to confilt entirely in its effential falt, and 
by wo meansin itsoil, I never knew the oil to vomit, though 
given to four ipoensful ; and here an exceeding {mall quan- 
tity of the falt, diflolved in an aqueous menitruum, is apt to 
have froin iis acrimony an emetic qu lity. 

I have a fervant, who four e months ago was taken with the 
worft fymptoms of an ardent and ‘allemnioatoty tever and fore 
throat: There were lite reaions to fulpeét that this pain in 
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the threat was of a gouty nature; for one night he had a pain 
in his great toe, during which the other greatly abated. As 
he had been for two or three days without a ftool, [ gave him 
two fpoonsful of the caftor oil, in a little peppermint water, 
(as I always have fome of this oil by me, myfelf and family 
ever taking any other purgitig phyfic); this gave him four 
ftoois, and the next morning ‘his fever left him; and he hada 
reguiar fit of the gout, that lafted ten days ; which he had not 
many yeats before. 

Ihave even feen cured the worft of all kind of fever, I mean 
the bilious yellow fever of the Weft-Indies, by this fimple me- 
thod ; firft exhibiting an emetic, according to the indication 5° 
then this oil and emulfion occafionally; at the fame time di- 
luting acids, efpecially in the commencement of the diforder, 
are of great fervice, as the blood from the beginning is full of 
putrid alkaline falts. 

I will venture to affirm that there is not, in the whole materia 
medica, a medicine like this caftor oil, which at the fame time, 
pofleifes in fo eminent a degree thele three qualities, of cooling, 
purging, and correcting the acrimony of the bile. 

That this oil alone will diffolve calculous and bilious con- 
cretions, I do not pretend pofitively to afirm: But am really 
of opinion, that it has fome lithontriptic quality, and will 
greatly help towards diflolving thefe concretions :—Which 
I think will appear from the following obfervations. 

1t—As I have been fudject to gravelly complaints, I have 
often taken this oi}; andI can affirm, that I never ufed it but 
there always fucceeded, more or lefs, a difcharge of fabulous 
matter. 

2dly—T hough the grofler parts of this medicine, as I faid 
before, on account of its thicknefs, will not pafs the lacteals, 
yet its molt fubtile and active parts may; whicn | think is evi- 
dent from its colour and fmel!l, which | have oblerved to have 
been fometimes communicated to the urine. 

3dly—Three fpoonsful of this oi] will commonly give me 
(who am hale and ftrong) feven or eight gentle ftools 5 yet, 
twice or thrice within thefe two years, I have found that the 
fame quantity of this medicine purged me but once, the reft 
having paficd off ina great difcharge of urine. 

4thly—I have obferved, that in thofe iflands where this oil 
is commonly ufed, the inhabitants in general are not fo fubject 
to calculous complaints, as in other parts. 

5thly—Since | have uicd this ol myfelf, (of which I coms 
monly take a dofe once in two months, without aay other phy- 
: fic) 








144. THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


fic) I find myfelf entirely freed from the ftone; though, after 
every dofe of this medicine (as I obferved before) I still find a 
difcharge of gravel, but without any pain or moleftation. 

Since my firft publication of this treatife, 1 have received 
feveral letters from the moft eminent phyficians in England 
aod abroad, concerning this oil, which is now fold in molt ; apo- 
thecaries fhops in Great Britain. I have two letters by me 
from the incomparable Dr. Huxham, of Plymouth, wherein 
he mentioned the fuccefs he had found of the caftor oil, in fe- 
veral cafes; but in particular in the Devonfhire colic, and in 
nephritic complaints ; at the fame time time defiring I would 
procure * him a great quantity of the oil, coft what it would ; 
he did not value the price for fo excellent a, medicine: 
(Thefe are Dr. Huxham’s own words. ) 





Particulars refpetling the valuable Difcoueries of Captain 
Hayes, on the late Voyage to New Guinea. 


HE Duke of Clarence, Captain Hayes, and the Duchefs, 
Captain Court, failed from Benzal on a fecret expedi- 

tion, We underftand they proceeded to that part of Van 
Dieman’s Land, where Captain Cook imagined it was divided 
from New South Wales. By exploring this ftreight, they 
found Captain Cook’s conjecture had been well founded ; the 
ftreights are about three leagues broad, and-fufficiently navi- 
gable for fhips of any fize, and, from what we can learn, 
free from fhoals. The country is covered with abundance of 
large trees, one, in particular, much refembling the Englifh oak. 
To thefe ftreights, Captain Hayes gave the name of Pruen’s 
Streights, in compliment to Captain Pruen, of the Honourablc 
Company’s marine. From thence the fhip proceeded to New 
Zealand ; of their tranfaélions there we have no information, 
but find they afterwards fteered for the north. part of New 
Guinea, where finding abundance of nutmegs of the round 
fpecies, which. feemed only to require cultivation, to render 
them equal to the Banda iflands, he immediately landed fome 
of his people, formed a {mall fettlement, and encouraged the 
natives to the cultivation of that {pice, as alfo the collection of 
the bark of a tree of a ftrong aromatic tafte. We conceive 
this to be the fame bark mentioned by Captain Thomas Fo- 
reft, in his voyage to New Guinea in the Tartar galley, and 


which he calls the Mufol. 
Captain 
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Captain Hayes poh pe Dutchefs,; Captain Court, and fif- 
teen Europeans behind him, to take care of his young -fettle- 


ment, and proceeded himfelf to Timor, Batavia, and China. 





An ANECDOTE, 


N anecdote of Mr. Gibbon became publica few years 

ago by the difperfion of a celebrated orator’s library, 

who, in the firft volume of the Hiftory of the Decline and 

Fall of the Roman Empire, has written the following memo- 
randum and verfes. 

“ The author of this book, upon the delivery of the Spanifh 
refcript in 1779, declared publickly at Brooks’s, ¢ That there 
was no falvation for this country, unlefs fix of the heads of 
the Cabinet Council were cut off, and laid upon the tables of 
the Houfes of Parliament as examples ;’ and in lefs thana 
fortnight after that declaration took an employment under that 


fame Cabinet Council, 
“ C, J FOX.” 





Upon the Promotion of the Author tothe Board of Trade, in 1779» 


King George in a fright, 
Left Gibbon fhould write, 
The ftory of Lritain’s difzrace, 
Thought no means more fure 
His pen to fecure, 
Than to give the hiltorian a place. 


But his caution is vaing 
*Tis the curfe of his reign 
That his projects fhould never fucceed ; 
Tho’ he write not aline, 
Yet a caufe of decline 
In the author’s example we read. 


His book well defcribes, 
How corruption and bribes 
Overthrew the great empire of Rome 5 
And his writings declare 
A degen’racy there, 
W hich his condu& exhibits at home. 


EuvroreEAN MAGAZINE. 


AN 















































146 THE-WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


HE. following circumftance happened a few days fince at 


mounted put up at this inn, where he dined, and after finifhing 
an excellent repaft, went into the yard, ordered his horfe and 
rode away. The innkeeper, finding he had not paid his 
reckoning, immediately took a horfe, rode after and overtook 
him: “ I believe, Sir, you forgot to pay your reckoning :” 
«“ Oh, dear, I believe I did,” replied the other, and putting his 
hand to his pocket, as if for money, inftantly pulled out a piftol, 
which he clapped to the landlord’s breaft, {wearing he would 
fhoot him, if he did not inftantly deliver his money. The afto- 
nifhed landlord delivered his money, to the amount of abcut 
five pounds, and rode back, not alittle chagrined at the iflue of 
his purfuit. 
















An A°N E CD"O T E. 


aninn near York. A perfon genteelly drefled and well 





A piflurefque Defcription of the River Rhine, from its 
Sources in Switzerland to its Entrance, under different 
Names, into the German Ocean: With hiftorical Anec- 
dotes and Refleéiions. ' 


























HE Bifhops of Bafle were gradually deprived of their 


when the canton joined the Helvetic confederacy. The Bifhops 
retired, at firfty to Friburg, in Brifgaw, and afterwards fixed 
their refidence at Porentru. Upon the introduction of the 
information, in 1525, the conftitution of Bafle was, in fome 
meature, Changed, and the power of the ariftocracy limited ; 
and, at prefent, among the different {pecies of republican go- 
vernments into which Swiflerland is divided, there is not one 
more fingular tiantaat of Bafle. ‘To view the general outlines 
of the conftitution it has the appearance of an abfolute arifto- 
cracy; but, had we roem to confider it in detail, it would be 
found to incline toward a democracy. 

“ An ariftocracy, ftrictly {peaking, (fays Mr. Coxe) means 
that form of government, which places the fupreme power in 
the nobles, exclufively of the people; but here 1 mean by 
it, the confining of the fovereign authority to a certain limited 


patricians or plebeians, nobles or commons: Fer, at Balle, 


(Continued from Page 136.) 


prerogatives, and, in 1501, finally quitted the town, 
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every citizen who is noble, and who choofys to retain his title 
of nobility, is incapable of being cle&ted a member of the 
fovercizn council.” Vol, I, 161. Moreover, the meaneit 
citizen is legally capable of being admitred into that body 5 
and, by the fingular mode of election, he may pofibly. be 
chofen: For the vacancies in the two councils are fupplied 
from all ranks of citizens, and the election is made by a fauaire; 
that is, fix candidates are nominated, and from thefe the fuc- 
ceflor is appointed by Jot. 

The Bithop of Bafle ftill retains his title, and his terri- 


tories are not infignificant. The Proteftants, however, call 


‘him the Prince of Porentru.s. They conftitute what is called 


the bifhopric of Bafle, in contradiftin@ion to the canton of 
Bafle. As part of the bifhopric is in Germany, in the circle 
of the Upper Rhine, its fovereign, the Bifhop, is a Prince of 
the empire; but, from his relations with the Swifs cantons, 
(to the diets of which, however, he fends no deputy). we may 
confider him, in fome refpeéts, as a member of the Helveiic 
body. Histerritory is bounded on, the north, by the diftri& 
of Sundgaw Proper, in Alface; on the weft, by Franche 
Compté; on the fouth and eaft, by the cantons of Bern, 
Soleure, and Bafle. It is about fixty miles Jong by forty 
broad ; beginning at the lake of Bienne, and extending acrofs 
Mount Jura, almoft to the gates of the city of Bafle. Itcon- 
tains fix towns, thirty-feven caftles, and 170 villages. Itis a 
very interefting country for a naturalift; it is extremely rich 
in petrifactions ; and here we may find, in miniature, all the 
fingular objets, which the Alps exhibit. The canton of 
Balle, is far from being fo confiderable as the bifhopric. It 
is bounded on the ealt, by the Frichtal; on the fouth, by the 
canton of Soleure; on the wef, by the fame canton and the 
bifhopric of Bafle ; and, on the north, by the Alface and 
Suabia: Extending about twenty-four miles from noxth to 
fouth, and twenty-one from caft to weft. 

The population of the city ef Bafle feems to have been 
formerly much greater than it is at prefent: Its extents 
makes it capable of containing above 100,000 inhabitants, 
but it fearcely numbers more than 14,000, This decline 
may be attributed to the narrow policy which aCtuates the citi- 





zens, who are fo jealous of the rights. of burgherfhip, and 
value themfelves fo much on the privileges annexed to it, that 
they feldom deign to confer it upon foreigners; and as this 
place,in common with all] great cities, experiences a gradual 
wafte of people, by the number of burials exceeding that 
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of births, unlefs this unequal. proportion is compenfated by 4 
conftant fucceffion of new inhabitants, in procefs of time 
every great town muft become depopulated; for a fupply, to 
balance this wafte, can never be derived from an influx of 
ftrangers, where they are not permitted to carry on com- 
merce, or to follow anytrade. A few years ago, fome of the 
magittrates, fenfible of the impolicy of this unlimited pro- 
hibition, procured a law, by which the freedom of the town, 
and the right of burgherfhip, was allowed to be conferred 
upon ftrangers ; but it was clogged with fo many reftriGtions, 
as by no means to anfwer the purpofe for which it was inten- 
ded. In other refpeéts, as Bafle ftands very favourable for 
commerce, the inhabitants have not neglected this advantage 5 
for they have eftablifhed a great variety of manufactures, parti- 
cularly of ribbands and cottons; and an extenfive trade is 
carried on by the merchants. 

Of Bafle it is remarkable, that all the clocks in the town 
go anhour too faft. There are various accounts of this ex- 
traordinary circumftance: The moft popular one is, that, 
about 400 years ago, the city was threatened with an aflault 
by furprife. The attack was to be made when the large 
clock of the tower, at one end of the bridge, fhoyld ftrike 
one after midnight. “The artift, who had the dare of the clock, 
being informed that this was the expected fignal, altered the 
clock, and it ftruck two inftead of one; fo thatthe enemy, 
thinking they were an hour too late, gave up the attempt, 
As a confirmation of this account, a head is fhown, which is 
placed near this clock, with its face turned to the road by which 
the enemy were to have entered ; and this head is contrived 
to loll its tongue outevery minute, as if in derifion of the 
plot. But there is another reafon for this ftrange cuftom, 
which Mr. Coxe thinks the moft probable. “ It is well 
known,” fays he, ** that the choirs of cathedrals are con- 
ftructed toward the eaft: That of Bafle declines fomewiat 
from this direCtion ; and the fun-dial, which is placed on the 
outfide of the choir, and by which the townclock is always 
regulated, partakes of this declination; a circumftancé which, 
according to the celebrated Bernouiile, occafions a variation 
from the irue time of above forty-five minutes, The inha- 
bitants of Bafle are ftill fo ftrongly attached to this whimfical 
cuftom, that, althoughit has been often propofed, in the lo- 
vereign council, to regulate their clocks properly, the motion 
has been invariably rejected; and the people would fufpect 
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that their liberties were invaded, if their clocks were to agree 
with thofe of the reftof Europe.” 

Below Bafle our noble river leaves Swifferland and its 
mountainous regions, where the curious naturalift, and the 
moral philofopher may find inexhauftible fubjecis of contem- 
plation. 

The Rhine now divides Alface from Suabia: and the firft 
place it waters is the fortrefs of Huninguen, which is fituated 
inthe diftri€t of Sundgau, in that part of Alface, which the 
French, fince the revolution, have named the department of 
the Upper Rhine, as they have that of the Lower Rhine to 
Lower Alface. 

The Rhine, which thus ferves as a frontier to Alface, on the 
eaft, frequently caufes terrible devaftations, not only in winter, 
butin the midft of fummer, when the fnow melis on the 
Alps. Its inundations then ruin the fields, by covering them 
with fand. The violent torrents of the river, which generally 
happen every years frequently alter the fituation of its iflands. 
In this river are found particles of gold, which the torrents 
wath from the Alps; but it is only below Bafle, that the fand 
contains this precious mixture, which, in autumn and winter, 
when the river is atthe loweft, is drawn out with the fand, 
and, after pafling through fcveral waters, the gold is extracted, 
The particles of this metal are feldom fo large as a grain of 
millet. The gold, indeed, is very fine and beautiful ; but it is 
fo fcarce, that the city of Strafburg, which has the privilege of 
gathering gold forthe length of 4000 paces, fcarcely collects 
five ounces in a year. The river alfo contains many cryftals, 
and particularly pebbles, that receive a beautiful polifh, and are 
much ufed in France, under the name of Rhine pebbles, 

From Huninguen the river flows to Old and New Brifach. 
The former is a town of Suabia, once the capital-of the 
Brifgaw. It was taken by the French in 1638 and 1703, but 
was reftored, each time, to the houfe of Auftria. Ithasa 
bridge‘of boats over the Rhine, to New Brifach, a handfome 
town of Alface, about a mile from the river. It was built by 
the French, and fortified by Vauban. Fort Mortier, which 
belongs to it, is feated clofe to the Rhine, which flows hence, 
without meeting with any place of confequence, for twenty~ 
five miles, when it vilits the celebrated city of Strafburg, the 
capital of all Alface, or the two French departments of the 
Upper and Lower Rhine. Nothing can forma finer contraft 
to the mountains of Swifferland than the plains of Alface. 
From Bafle to Strafburg, the country is a continued well-culti- 
Vou, XXVI, 654, Z vated 
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vated plain, almoft as flat 2s a bowling-green. Great quane 
tities of tobacco are to be feen hanging at the peafants’ doors, 
this herb being plentifully cultivated in thefe fields. 


(To be continued.) 





ANECDOTES of the COUNT de SOMBREUIL., 
N the month of June 1791, at which time he held a Lieue 
tenant’s commiffion in the regiment of the huflars of Bere 
chiny, while walking in the Palais Royal with the young Pos 
lignac, he was furrounded by one of thofe groups which fignae 
lized the beginning of the French revolution, and the nume- 
rous mob of whom it confifted endeavoured to force them 
away from that public walk. ‘They feized each on a chair, 
drew their fabres, and difperfed the mob in a moment’s time, 
In the courfe of the campaign of 1792, when he ferved in 
the Pruffian army as volunteer under the orders of Colonel 
Szeculi, he attacked, at the head of four huflars, a convoy, ef- 
corted by four pieces of cannon and 100 men, and having 
brought them to believe, that he formed the vanguard of a 
more confiderable detachment, and cut down fome of them, 
forced the whole efcort to lay down their arms, and took the 
convoy. As areward for the uncommon gallantry difplayed 
on this cecafion, he received from the hands of his Pruffian 
Majefty the Crofs of the Military Order Pour le Merite, in 
fight of the whole army. 








A Hint refpetting the Education of young Ladies. 
NFORTUNATELY for the young ladies of the pre- 


fent age, the maxims of education will not admit them 

to overftep the precife and chilling confine of the governefs’s 
decorum. Shoulder-ftraps, back-bones, and neck-fetting, 
with an impertinent, becaufe fuperficial, knowledge of French, 
mufic, and drawing, added to a wafte of ingenuity in abfurd 
needie works, and as large a dofe of Monkifh fentiment as the 
tutorefs knows how to adminiiter, form women, who are defs 
tined to a life either of infanity or diflipation ; to fip tea, fit at 
card tables, and hold councils on new cap‘, and caft reputa- 
tions. ‘Thofe invigorating efforts of body and mind, which 
fhouid expand their powers, and fit them for the arduous 
duties of life, are kept from them as the deadly poifons that 
; would 
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would murder the amiable weakneffes of the fex. This is the 
general miftake, 





Plan of an Agreement, propofed to be eftablifhed among 
the Powers in Europe, and the United States of Ame- 
rica, for the Purpofe of rewarding Difcoveries of ge- 
neral Benefit to Society, 


By Sir Joun Stnciair, Bart. Prefident of the Board of Agria 


culture. 





HE plan of eftablifhing a Board of Agriculture, for 
promoting the internal improvement of Great Britain, 
though jong a favourite idea of the perfon who brought fore 
ward that propofal, yet could never have been carricd into its 
prefent ftate of perfection, had it not been for an extenfive 
tour which the author made through fome of the moft interelt- 
ing parts of Europe. Inthe courfe of that tour, he faw feve- 
ral valuable inftitutions for public purpofes, from each of 
which, as well as from thofe at home, he took fuch hints as 
feemed to him likely to be of fervice, and formed on the whole 
the plan of an eftablifhment, on a fcale fufficiently extenfive, to 
merit, in his opinion, the approbation of the Britifh Parliament ; 
they were prevailed upon to adopt it, not, however, without 
fome oppofition, and merely as an experiment. ‘The refult, 
he flatters himfelf, muft be in the higheft degree fatisfactory 
to thofe who withed well to fuch an undertaking. The Board 
was conftituted only on the 4th of September, 1793, and al- 
ready a greater mafs of agricultural and ftatiftical knowledge 
has been collected, in little more than a year and an half, than 
ever was accumulated before in fo fhort a period. 

The improvement of his native country, was not the fole 
object which the author, however anxious to promote it, 
had in view when he formed this eftablifhment. He knew 
well that it would foon prove of general benefit to fociety. 
The carrying on, therefore, a correfpondence with foreign 
ftates, difpofed to enter into fuch an intercourfe, was a part of 
the original plan. A Secretary, acquainted with feveral of 
the moft important languages in Europe, was attached to the 
Board, for the purpote of conducting that correfpondence ; 
and theugh the war, fo generally raging on the continent, has 
given a different direction tothe minds of men, and greatly 
impeded fuch an intercourfe, yet much ufeful information has 
Z 2 beca 
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been received from, and communicated to foreign countries, 
fince the Board was eftablifhed. 

There are fome points connected with the improvement of 
a country, which are only applicable to particular places; an 
improvement, for inftance, in the culture of the vine, would 
be of no ufe to the Northern parts of Europe ; nor would it 
be of any confequence in the Southern, that the Scotch fir’ 
could be made doubly valuable, by ufing the branches of 
young fir, as an article of food for fheep or cattle, in the win- 
ter feafon, when it is fo difficult to fupport them. There are 
many ubjects, however, of equal importance to all countries, 
and in the improvement of which every nation is equally in- 
terefted; for example, any difcoveries in confequence of which 
a greater quantity of animal or vegetable food can be produced 
for the ufe of man; any improvement in medicine ; in the 
means of faving fuel; in the conftruction of houfes for the 
lower orders of the people, &c. and many other particulars of 
a fimilar nature. 

Difcoverics made in one country, gradually reach another ; 
but the interval is often tedious, and the lofs thereby fuftained 
is great; whereas, if the progrefs could be more accelerated, 
the confequences might be in the higheft degree beneficial, not 
only to the country that receives, but to the one that makes the 
difcovery. For no individual, or even nation, can carry any 
art or new invention to its ultimate ftate of perfection. It 
muft be improved upon for that purpofe by the inveftigation 
and the experience of others. 

Deeply impreffed with the juftnefs and importance of thefe 
ideas, I take the liberty of {ubmitting to the confideration of 
thofe intrufted with the government of this, and of other 
ftates, the propriety of a general agrcement among the powers 
of Europe, and the United States of America, for the purpofe 
of rewarding thofe who make any ufeful difcovery, interefting 
to the {pecies at large, in rural ceconomy, in medicine, or in 
the ufeful arts, and that every means be taken to have the 
fame rapidly extended, and brought to its ultimate ftate of 
perfection, 

Such an agreement would be attended with but little ex- 
pence to the different powers who entered into it, whilft the 
credit, the fatisfaGlion, and the benefit which each Government 
would ultimately derive from fuch an underftanding, would be 
of infinite value. 

If each power would agree to pay a fum, call it from 50). 
to 500], or 1000]. according to the amount of its reycnue, and 
te 
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to the advantage it would be likely to obtain from any new in= 
nature above alluded to, it would be of little 


vention of the 
hilft the total would be of confiderable 


confequence to cach, w 
yalue to the fortunate difcoverer. 
The attention of mankind being directed to fuch ufeful 


objects, it is impoilible to fay to what perfection the arts ne- 
ceflary for their comfort and {uftenance might be carried. 

The defire for fame and emolument, and the emulation of 
many nations, rivalling each other in fuch arts, would foon 
produce difcoveries, the importance of which can hardly be 
eftimated at prefent. 

And fuch an underftanding though it would not probably 
puta ftop to war, yet might have the effect of rendering wars 
lefs frequent, and lefs ferocious. 

I was led to bring forward {uch refleCtions fooner than other- 
wife I had intended, in confequence of naving lately fucs 
ceeded in obtaining from Parliament the grant of 1000}. to 
Mr. Jofeph Elkington, fo celebrated for his fk.ll in draining, 
and knowledge of {prings. 

The art which he has acquired in fuch perfeétion, 
as ufeful to other countries as it is to Great Britain, and no 
reafon can be affigned, why it fhould not be immediately ex- 
tended all over Europe and America. 

Here there can be no rivalfhip: For the agricultural prof- 
perity of one country can do no injury to another; and in- 
deed it may be of confiderable fervice, in times of fcarcity for 
inftance, from which the moft fertile cannot always be 
exempted, 

Let us fuppofe therefore, that fuch powers as chofe to enter 
into the agreement above {ugzefted, in addition to the 1000l. 
already voted by the Britifh Parliament, were to begin the pro= 
pofed agreement, by fubicribing each a fum of money to Mr. 
Elkington, en his difclofing his difcoveries in fo clear a man- 
ner, that other nations might avail themfelves of the fame va- 


would be 


luable arts. 

Can any difcovery be of more general utility? In a moift 
country it is well known, that notning is fo much to be wilhed 
for asto getridof water. Inacounty that is dry and parched, 
what can be more defirable than to obtai: the command of 
fprings? In both thefe refpects, there is every reafon to believe, 
that Mr. Elkington has reached a very high, and hitherto un- 
equalled, pitch of excellence. 

If examples of the benefit io be derived from fuch an agree 
ment, inregard to other matters, independant of agriculture, 
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are wanting, it may be fufficient to remark, that an American 
phyfician is faid to have found out a yaluable remedy for the 
cancer; anda German a very effectual palliative, if nota 
cure, for the ftone and gravel. As thefe are acknowledged, 
to be perhaps, the moft dreadful diforders to which the human 
frame is fubje&, furely fuch difcoveries are objects of general 
concern, and if brought to perfection, ought to be rewarded 
by every civilized power in the univerfe, 

The only objection to fuch a meafure is, the rifk of impo- 
fition on thofe powers who live remote from the place where 
fuch difcoveries may be made, But furely thofe who truft 
their refpective Minifters with the management of great poli-~ 
tical concerns, may.fafely confide to them the difpofal of any 
fum that may be neceflary for fuch a purpofe. Befides, it 
would be defirable to have a Board of Agriculture and Inter- 
nal Imp:ovement cftablifhed in every country, for the purpofe 
of carrying on a correfpondence and intercourfe between the 
different ftates of Europe and America, on fubjects of general 
moment, and to the examination of fuch a body, any difco- 
very of a doubtful nature might be referred. 

If the meafures above hinted at were adopted, a new fcene 
in politics might be the happy confequence, and the rulers 
of nations might in future boaft—not of their numerous fleets 
—not of their gallant armies—not of extended commerce— 
of fplendid or luxurious arts, or acquifitions by intrigue or 
conqueft—but of this—that within their refpective dominions, 
a greater number of human beings enjoyed all the bleflings of 
political fociety, in greater perfection than ever they had been 
able to attain in any former period of hiftory. 


Londen, ‘fuly 15 1795+ 


S$ 


For THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
On the CULTIVATION of th CRESTNUT TREE, 


To te PRINTER, 


Have feen in your Entertainer, vol, xxv. page 261, fome 
obfervations on the ules and advantages of the cheftnut 
tree, with fome remarks to reftore the culture in this kingdom, 
of that excellent and ufeful tree : 1] have {een one proof that 
I myfelf have been a witnels to, at Woodford Bridge, in Ef- 
6 {eXe 






















































Merican 
for the 
if not a 
vledged, 
| human 
general 
warded 


impo-~ 
where 
> truft 
t poli-, 
of any 
des, it 
Inter- 
urpofe 
*n the 

neral} 

lifco. 


icene 
ulers 
leets 
te— 
e or 
ons, 
Ss of 
cen 


ut 
Ny 
at 
[. 














THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 15 


fex. ‘There is now ftanding a building that Eleanor Gwyn, 
concubine to Charles II. had for a pleafure houfe, not much 
Jefs than 120 years fince, and now ftanding, the property of 
Sir James Wright, Bart. 

In 1793, Sir James gave me, and one Robert Nobel, buile 
der at Woodford Bridge, orders to examine and pull down fuch 
part as was wanting of this ancient building, At our exami- 
nation we found the principal part of the timber good, and ap- 
peared to be of more value than any new deal ; the roof and 
partitions are all of cheftnut, and now ftanding, and likely to 
fland for a century to come. Some additions have been 
made to the above, which appear to be within 50 years, We 
found it buile with deal ; it was fo rotten that every part was 
obliged to be taken down and rebuilt. I have ftated this in- 
formation for the public to judge which is of moft advantage 
to the culture of wood; this excellent and durable cheftnut, or 
the fir, that wil! not laft above half a century. Thofe who plant 
the cheftnut will find advantages that cannot be derived from 
the fir tree : Under its branches in the winter the grafs looks 
green and gay; fome fhrubs will grow under it, whilft the fir is 
pernicious to every green thing under the drops of its branches. 

Thofe who wifh for information on this head, will meet 
with it at the park of Sir James Tilney Long, Bart. and foe 
reft adjoining, in Effex, where a {pecies of the moft beautiful 
cheftnut might be feen. If the barren foreft in Effex, will 
produce fuch valuable wood, I think a great deal of wafte 
lands in Devon, Somerfet, &c. will anfwer for the culture of 
this valuable cheftnut. 

I need not mention the foils the cheftnut delights in, as they 
have already been explained. 

If once this kingdom fhould reftore the culture of this ex- 
cellent and ufeful tree, it is evident from paft proofs it will 
ever be high in eftimation, as among our forefathers, as the 
bark and the nuts are of value. I fhall leave all other virtues 
to more able pens. Sir, [am your conftant reader, 

HENRY CLARKE GRANGER, 
Teignmouth, Auguft 3) 1794. 
An ANECDOTE. 
WO travellers belonging to refpe&table houfes in Lon- 
don, journeying lately towards Portimouth, determined 

to have a frolic with a Jew, whom they met with his box oa 
the road:—They began by cheapening a watch; and at 
length one of them carried the joke fo far, as to threaten the 


Jew 





















































156 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Jew that he would blow out his brains, if he did not let him 
have the whole contents of his box for nothing! Mordecai in 
a great fright, ran off to Portfmouth, and rightly judging that 
the travellers would put up at the Crown, contrived to get 
there before them ; on their arrival, he charged them with the 
robbery, and applied for a warrant ; when, but for the inter 
ference of mine hoft, honeft Bradley, they mutt certainly have 
been committed for trial: The ample teftimony he gave of 
their refpeCtability induced the magiftrate to advife an accom- 
modation, which the Jew confented to, on receiving the value 
of his loft goods, amounting, according to 4is inventory, ex- 
aly to forty guineas, The Knights of the Bag were happy 
to pay twenty guineas each for their fretic, though certainly 
Mordecai cannot reafonably pocket the whole fum, as his friend 
on the road muft be paid for taking g care of the box. 


Account of the Trial of William White, for Murder. 


HIS unhappy perfon who murdered Mifs Maria Bally, at 
Bath, (vide page 513 of our laft volume) was tried 
at Bridgwater before Judge Heath, on the 11th of Auguft, 
1795+ Mr. Jekyll opened the cafe very concifely, and then 
calied the witnefles, whofe ftatement of the fact correfponded 
with the account already publifhed. White was afked if he 
had any thing to fay in his defence; he replied, that he lefe 
his cafe entirely to the counfel, who called three witriefics to 
prove the infanity of the prifoner, but their evidence went 
merely to a dejection of {pirits he had manifefted previous to 
the murder. The jury, without hefitation, returned a verdict 
Guilty.—The Judge then, ina moft folemn manner, proceeded 
to pals fentence. White heard the fentence with refignation, 
bowing to the Court and the profecutor. He then fhook hands 
with the witnefles that had appeared againft him, faying they 
had {poken nothing but truth. He was taken from the prifon, 
about half an hour after ten o’clock on the Thurfday morning 
following, to the place of execution. He fpent half an hour in 
fervent prayers He afterwards addrefled the numerous fpecta~ 
tors in aclear connected foeech of full 20 minutes, in which he 
quoted many paflages from Dr. Young’s Night Thoughts, and 
cautioned the younger part of his hearers ‘to be careful how 
they formed connections, and when formed not to trifle with 
each other’s feelings. When the clergyman left the cart he 
remained compofed, and met his fate with becoming fortitude. 
The bod ly, after receiving fome incifions from the furgeo: 1, Was 
delivered to the friends of the deceafed, 
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HINT t2. COUNTRY GENTLEMEN. 


HE high ftation of a Juftice of Peace is an office indig- 

nity and conttitutional utility inferior to none in the 

land. Young men of the age, early initiate yourfelves inta 
that great character. 





4 HINT # MORNING VISITORS. 
A‘ Ferney (fays Mr. Pennant) I vifited that wicked wit, 


Voltaire. Hehappened tobein good humour, and was 
very entertaining. ‘The forenoon was not the time to vifit 
Voltaire; he could not bear to have his hours of ftudy inter- 
rupted ; this alone was enough to put him in bad humour, and 
not without reafon. Leffler people may have the fame caufe of 
complaint, when a lounger, who has no one thing to do, breaks 
on their hours of writing, eftimates the value of their time by 
his own, and diverts their attention in the moft precious hours 
of the rural morning.—See the 6th page of Pennant’s Literary 
Life. 


Anfwer, by -a Schoolboy, to F. E.'s Queftion, inferted the 6th 
of April, 1795- 
PER the rule of fingle pofition I find that 
fe he he 


The daughter’s fhare is 1428 11 5 1-7th. 
The mother’s ditto = 2857 2 ro 2-7ths. 
The fon’s ditto = 5714 5 8 4-7ths. 
10,000 oO O 





N.B. J. E. of Salifbury, would do well to fend only his 
own productions, as the above queftion is borrowed (the fum 
excepted), In print the fum is 7007]. inftead of 10,0001. 
which he makes ule of. 

lt We have received the like anfwer from H. Johns, of 
Milbrook; J. M. of Yeovil; J. Gillard, of South Molton; 
J.B. Chivers, of St. Auitell; Miis A. Thompfon; J. Bulgin, 
of Caltle Cary; aud W. Davics, junior, of Gluvias. 

Vout, XXVI, 654. 2% Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by F. Turner, of Langport, to F. E.'s Rebus, inferted 
May 4, 1795+ 


AIL thou, fweet PEACE! expand once more thy wing 
d O’er Albion’s land, and let each hero fing, 
The praifes of our glorious Lord on high, 
Whole aid we’ve found when dangers great were nigh. 


ttt We have received the like anfwer from P. of Dorfet« 
fhire; W. Brewer, and J. G. Goodwin, of Taunton; Cow- 
flip, of Weft Coker; J. Turner, and J. K. of Langport; 
N. Coles, of Crediton; W. Hoare, of Dean Prior; P. Hoare, 
of Stoke Climfland; J. Commins, of Taviftock ; T. Taylor, 
of Lifkeard; J. Sibly, and J, Sanders, near Bodmin; a pupil 
at Mr. Tucker’s fchool at Heytefbury; W. Hawkins, of 
Deptford, in Kent; and J. Field, junior, of Staverton. 


— —$ $e 


4 REBUS, by Philomathes, of Modbury, 


Vermin, Sir, firft hit aright ; 
A well-known bird that roars by night ; 
A King of Ifrael next defcry ; 
A ravenous beaft to that apply ; 
An Englith fhip you next muft name; 
An Englifh King well-known to fame ; 
The dawn of life add to the fame ; 
The initials, Sirs, will make appear 
A market town in Devonfhirc. 


— -——_ -_- -______ ED 


4 CHARADE, ly J. Taylor, of Lifkeard. 


SE how the jolly huntfman deth purfue, 
With hafty fteps his hounds to keep in view, 
While timid Pufs flies {wiftly thro’ the field; 
Inveftigate this fcene, my firft twill yield ; 

See where the Britifh tars in mirth abound, 
The rofy god of wine with them is found; 

Moft furely there my next you will find out, 
Amongit thefe Bacchanalians without doubt : 


Both parts if you aright felect, 


My whole with eafe you'll foon detect. 
9 POETRY. 
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A MORNING WALK, 


OW has Aurora fhed the {weets of morn, 
Gay f{miling, from the chambers of the eaft, 
Aad ting’d the mountains with her golden ray ; 
E’en Phe bus, in his car of majetty, 
Rejoicing comes, in ftreaming glory clad, 
And far unfolds the rural pro{peét wide : 
Hafte let me tread elate the verdant maze 
Of flowery fields, of fair Elyfian plains, 
Of deepening vales, and foftly {welling hills ; 
And while the healthy morn fteals biehhing on 
With orient beauty, dafh the trembling drop 
From the freth hedge, and tafte the fragrant {mell 
Cf hay or dairy, odoriferous borne 
On zephyr’s wing, beyond the gorgeous breath 
Arabia boafts on Ind prolific wafts 
In aromatic gales. Thefe are thy {weets, 
Oh Semnheske ! thy nobler effence, thine, 
A {pot as fair as decks fair nature’s lap. 
Dear native fcenes! here let me draw profufe 
Th’ exhilarating foul of lite, where blifs, 
In meek fimplicity, trips her wide round, 
And {pends each hour in guilelefs innocence. 
Where the eye roves from hill to painted dale, 
Reits on the foliage of the floping wood, 
Purfues the mazy errors of the rill, 
Winding its filv’ry courfe thro’ burnifh’d fields, 
Where to th’ tremulous breeze bright Cefes waves 
Her yellow locks; and rich Pomona bends 
The groaning orchard of unbounded bluth. 
Where fancy riots in luxuriance, and 
Imagination, fully fated, retts, 
Go, Tempe! now, and weep thy flighted vale; 
And thou, Hefperia, be thou fung no more! 
Ye beauteous nymphs! that in the lucid wave 
Of gentle Taw* {ports with unceafing joy ; 
Ye naiaids all, who, in thefe blifsful plains, 
Infpir’d thy Gay to tune the fylvan reed, 
Now fire my foul to true poetic glow, 
To found in equal ftrains thy happinefs, 
Oh Barnftaple! for worthy ftateimen bleft, 
And patriots fteady in their country’s caufe. 
A gen’rous Tippett|j thine, whofe lib’ral hand, 
Out-ftretch’d, benevolent, with fott’ring care, 
* Taw, che river that flows through Barnftaple. 
li Tippett, Mayor of the taid town. 
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To eafe the iron grafp of poverty, 

To leffen the tharp iting of egency, 

Bid mifery’s repining fons rejoice, 

And draw the artlefs with of thankfulnefs : 
How fweet the.gentle tear of gratitude! 

Mark, how it trickles from the ghaftly cheek 
Of wretchednefs! and wecs each morfel which 
He bounteous gives, ere tothe mouth confign’ds 
Yes, [ have drank of his replenith’d cup, 

And will his praife rehearfe, tho’ weak the fong 
Of unexperienc’d youth, crufh’d by th’ attack 
Of cheerlefs poverty ; yet willl pour 

The genuine language of the grateful heart, 
And ever blefs him for the copious daught. 


J. DENOGHUE. 





On William, Earl of Mansfield, who died in March, 1793. 


ADE to engage all hearts, attraé all eyes, 
M Delight the witty, and inftruct the wife; 
With native fweetnefs to adorn his race, 

Each manly fentiment,each polifh’d grace ; 
Dear to the Nine, the Mufe’s better hope, 
Warburton’s patron, and the friend of Pope, 
See Murray drop into the filent tomb, 
Prov’d mortal only by the gen’ral doom ! 


Oh! greatly virtuous in a Jand ingrate, 

The polith’d pillar of a finking ftate ! 

With lips of fire to plead the injur’d caufe, 
Correct our judgment, and unravel laws ; 

Whofe fubtle wit and letter’d fenfe befpoke 
The foul at once of Tully and of Coke! 

A frame in nature’s happieft mould defign’d 
Like a fair cafket to the foul infhrin’d, 

Which, fpirit-like, ooz’d thro’ its earthly bound, 
Glow’d thro’ each fenfe, and beam’d a funfhine round ! 
Whofe courteous afpect was the counterpart 

And lively image of a pregnant heart, 

Where {poke at once the ftatefman and the fage, 
And youth’s vivacity, and fenfe of age! 


Sach Murray was—his country’s honeft pride, 
Belov’d thro’ life, regretted when he died ; 
E-nrich’d with all that length of days can give, 
Or make the great man’s memory to live, 
Without a pang he gently breathes his laft, 
Like golden dreams, or vifions that are pat : 
So droops the amaranth without decay, 

Aind in tweet {cents exhales itfelf away ! 


B. WALLER. 



















































